
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  
APPLYING TO CITYLAB SEMESTER IN RESIDENCE 
 

 
 

Is there a course outline? How will the course be graded? Are there 
previous course outlines? 
 
There is a course outline, which is often updated after each semester. The course outline will 
include grading. Previous course outlines are available to view here: 
http://bit.ly/CityLABSiR-Course-Outlines 
 

Can I take another course (Can I “overload” my courses?) while in SIR? 
 
Overloading is possible, however, it is not recommended since the workload for the 15 units is 
intensive and demanding. If you want to overload, you can check with your program for approval 
should you wish to add a course. 

(McMaster) I'm trying to enroll in the courses right now and I'm being told 
by MyTimetable that I haven't met the requisite requirements.  
 
If you’ve been approved, register for both courses at the same time, for a total 15 units (if you 
only register for one of the courses at a time you won’t be able to enroll) 
 

Can I get advance permission from the Office of Community Engagement 
to join the semester a year before the semester begins (so I can better plan 
my next two years)?  
 
Planning ahead is a great idea, but the permission phase only happens as part of the 
application process. You will have to wait until the year you apply for the permissions process to 
activate.  

I’d like to register for just CMTYENGA 4A09 (or just CYTYENGA 4A06) 
 

http://bit.ly/CityLABSiR-Course-Outlines


CMTYENGA 4A06 / CMTYENGA 4A09 cannot be taken as standalone courses; they must be 
taken together as a full 15-units as part of the broader CityLAB Semester in Residence 
program. 
 

I’ve been accepted into CityLAB SIR, is there a deadline to register? 
 
You have some time to enroll since you are already approved to join the SIR. You can enroll 
any time before the start of term.  

Is Semester in Residence offered in the winter or spring/summer terms? 
 
At present, the Semester in Residence is only offered in the fall term (September to December) 

HOW WILL TWO COURSES ADDING UP TO  15 UNITS FIT IN WITH MY 
SCHEDULE/PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS? 
 
The Semester at CityLAB courses are meant to be immersive experiences and will not 
necessarily fit everyone’s program requirements. Depending on your program, you may be able 
to use all or part of the credits towards your degree requirements, you should discuss this option 
as early as possible with the academic advisor within your Faculty. 
 

HOW DO APPLICATIONS WORK? 
 
 Once we review applications we will let you know if you have been accepted into the program 
(mid-June). McMaster students accepted into the program will be provided with course 
permission and will be able to register as usual using Mosaic after they have been accepted. 
Redeemer students are encouraged to meet with Kim Lammers, Registrar 
(klammers@redeemer.ca) to discuss available options. Redeemer students need a 7.0 
cumulative GPA (70 or B-) to be eligible. If you have difficulties with the application form, please 
email Randy Kay, Outreach Director for Semester in Residence at kayrl@mcmaster.ca 

WHO IS CITYLAB FOR? 
 
These classes are for passionate, motivated, and enthusiastic students who want to learn from 
the community, apply their studies to make positive change, and expand their personal and 
professional networks. Students in any faculty from McMaster or Redeemer are welcome to 
apply. We recommend that applicants speak with their academic advisors as soon as possible 
to see how they can incorporate the CityLAB courses into their program requirements. 
 



Students who have the following qualities will thrive in this course: 
● Self-starter 
● Strong leadership and teamwork skills 
● Comfort with uncertainty 
● Willingness to experiment 
● Adaptable 
● Curious 

 
 
 

INSIDE CITYLAB SEMESTER IN RESIDENCE 
 

 
 

What are the Semester Schedule/Hours? 
Semester in Residence students are expected to be available during regular City of Hamilton work hours, 
Monday to Friday 9 AM to 5 PM - A more detailed breakdown of hours will be developed and shared 
before the start of the term. 
 

What projects will be offered? Can we choose our own? 
City of Hamilton staff submits a broad range of projects and challenges for students to work on 
throughout the year. We work with City staff and faculty to scope out appropriate projects for the 
Fall Semester in Residence program and a final list of approved projects will be presented in 
early September. 
 
The projects will be co-created between City staff, faculty members, and students, so they will 
change depending on specific interests, as long as they align with the City’s Strategic Priorities. 
 
Here’s a link to past projects and final reports: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Lw_2IZ4HtSzx5v7HA0TpEtufn4tB4T7l?usp=sharing 
 
Semester in Residence students in the program are assigned to Projects by the Instruction 
team, based on skills, interests, and to ensure interdisciplinary teams. 
 

WHERE ARE CLASSES HELD? 
 
Currently, CityLAB SIR takes place remotely to comply with COVID-19 safety standards, using 
Microsoft Teams as a central learning platform. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Lw_2IZ4HtSzx5v7HA0TpEtufn4tB4T7l?usp=sharing


 
Prior to COVID-19, the semester finds its home in downtown Hamilton in the CityLAB innovation 
hub, right beside City Hall at 58 Jackson Street West.  
 

WHO IS TEACHING THE COURSES? 
 
Our core teaching team is made up of an interdisciplinary team of educators: 
 

● Dialogue Instructor – Darina Vasek, MSW, RSW; vasekd@mcmaster.ca 
● Design Instructor - TBD 
● Project Instructor – Dave Heidebrecht M.A.; dheide@mcmaster.ca 
● City Building 101 - Randy Kay B.A.;  kayrl@mcmaster.ca 

 

Is the semester viable as a community engagement course when 
everything is virtual/online? 
 
Yes, as we found when we went ahead with a virtual semester in the fall of 2020. Given that 
face-to-face community engagement is impossible during this phase of the COVID-19 
pandemic, learning and experimenting with ways to engage are valuable and viable.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kayrl@mcmaster.ca

